Radical Democracy and Climate Justice the missing debate of COP30

The Global Tapestry of
Alternatives (GTA) has a
long-term vision for promoting
radical democracy, rooted in its
practice and conceptualization
by communities. As a first step,
it organized (with other groups)
a global confluence of such
communities in February 2025,
in South Africa. As part of this
journey, it intends to continue
convening physical and online

dialogues and collaborative

exercises, generation of inspiring stories, consolidation of diverse knowledge and worldviews,
and other activities. A Declaration on Radical Democracy, Autonomy and Self-determination
that was framed in South Africa, will form one of the connecting threads for such global
alliances. In June 2025, another gathering was organised along with Sydney Environment
Institute on Earthy Governance and Interspecies justice from at Sydney Institute of Marine
Studies. As part of exploration around Radical Democracy thematic group process within GTA
with the focus on exploring a form of decision-making that is not centred on humans alone,
but encompasses also the rest of nature.

Our meeting in Belem focused on organizing a session along with networks such as-

m  Wellbeing Economy Alliance
m  World Social Assembly of Struggles

] | | For lition

m Global Alliance for Rights of Nature

m  War on Want

m Academy of Democratic Modernity

m |ICCA Consortium

To collectively explore how elements of radical democracy are intimately connected to many
other radical alternatives: food and energy sovereignty, commons and solidarity economies,


https://weall.org/
https://web.facebook.com/WSAofStrugglesandResistanceWSF/
https://globalforestcoalition.org/
https://www.garn.org/
https://waronwant.org/
https://democraticmodernity.com/
https://www.iccaconsortium.org/

gender and social justice, knowledge diversity and commons, people-and-nature centred
technologies, localized self-reliance, biocultural regionalism and the rights of nature, and
many more.

Through various sharings it was evident-

e The big political fight boils down to the fact that the global corporations, nations states
etc are not asking for systemic transformations, simply pushing for mutation of
extractivism. Hence, it's about seeing truths of power and holding equity and justice.
And question the narrative of success, alternatives are not technical. They are based
on trust, indebtedness, not more militarisation in the global south.

e A wellbeing economy is closely tied with radical democracy. More than ever, the focus
on intersections of economics and other life systems is important. We come together
to challenge those narratives. Economics is Never just economics. And to always
discuss economics in ethics and how life is connected.

e In all contexts, we ask, we need to review how we are living, we invite
sacred/spirituality, and in which way our connecting territorial life is merging in our
living. Reinforce the idea of doing together and political reflection. The origin of all
these alternatives are indigenous
peoples and how they have survived.

e There was a strong stress on
re-thinking our lives through
indigenous knowledge systems

e Indigenous communities can provide
institutional designs. We have been
talking about how to resolve conflicts.
We need to give space for indigenous

communities in decision making. We
have resisted and yet we continue. Universal needs to review and reflect on access to
land. Their traditional lands. We need to be in centre

e It's about bringing balance and it's a way to protect our way of living.

e We are becoming like a state and our state of fighting is homogenous. We are copying
the way the state comes together. We disagree with the way negotiations are taking
place and hence it is much more essential now to nurture spaces of collective

explorations around themes of Radical democracy and coming together differently.



e RD is about alternatives at the core. Alternatives are reduced to protection of life,
nature and earth and this nothing more and less than our mother.

Reflections from Group Work-

1. There is a lack of information
around how communities are
leading resistance movements.
Collaborative action could be to
democratise the knowledge of how
to lead the struggles and
transformations.

2. The above pointis also to
democratise and further build our
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3. We need to keep the imaginations
awakened as to how radically

-

different the world will feel and how
RD will be when things are shifting
so quickly. Often we are looking at
the structures..fundamentally you

have to shift the human and inner
transformations. A part of us is facing that reality and fundamentally reimagining what
RD is.

4. A part of us is starting with key principles- reciprocity, respect, to make sure that it
creates a pathway to make it what it would look like. How we defend what we have

left to defend. And at the same time, find our way of living.

5. We need to continuously assert the importance of arts music ceremonies.
Non-academic ways of reaching across the different sections of societies. Reaching

the hearts.
6. Rethinking language itself of articulating RD and autonomy.

7. Not connecting and weaving enough. Abundance in networking to create greater

local solidarity.

8. Need of a global alliance on RD- an open question. People own academies.



10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Limited understanding of impact of technologies in our life. More and better capacity
to understand the changing realities in our life. Bringing in groups who have that
knowledge. Better at bringing the different groups with that knowledge base.

Restorying life by sharing stories from across the communities and supporting circles
coming together.

Consensus on questioning the very idea of democracy as the term democracy has its
colonial origins. There is a lack of trust in the idea of democracy. The current idea of
democracy invisiblizes many communities. Deepening the and questioning our
questions of RD. How do we approach it in a more critical way? But at the same time
democracies that are under threat. Other concepts and defending what’s under threat.

Defining different ways of governance and organising based on reciprocity,
global/international coming together

Some doors can only be opened from inside, infiltrating the space of power.
Strengthen elections but also understand the distinction in layers of governance. Allies
at federal levels.

What is autonomy- roof and being fed.
How can we work towards defending ourselves from the co-option

The need for connection and solidarity but also belonging. Being rooted and knowing
a place

What can we do

1.

What'’s for us space and time to be to have a discussion
To look for synergies among different groups. Practices more visible
How do we stop recognising dominant structures? How can we go beyond co-option

What are the limits of homogenous understanding of RD. its diversity needs to be
understood.

How do we have conversations on economic structures, and defend culture and
identity? How do we work towards strong and true defence of cultures


https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/invisiblize

Taking forward:

2.

3.

A global alliance on GARD —
mothership of GTA, how do we
practically work, working on
language so that we can gather
different views around
governance. Existing global
formations. Helping RD different
notions on democracy and self
governance- that people
recognise as conceptual and

practical alternatives.
We need many different terms, words and practices.

If people here can join the 30th November meeting.

Some next steps discussed-

1.

2.

Inviting to endorse the declaration

Inviting for 30th november meeting

Notes from this meeting and a follow-up meeting

Bringing participants from this gathering in the thematic group of RD

One on one conversation with other networks to see how these collaborations can be
taken forward

A small gathering of relevant people next year instead of the larger gathering. Possibly
in Panama. GARN is supportive of the idea. We need to check with other groups and
networks.
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